
When things get a little bit slow entertain-
ment-wise around the house, I turn to the 
solace of the latest Galax Gazette court 
docket listings.

Oh, admit it, so do you. Don’t be getting all 
righteous with me!

We love the schadenfreude that comes with 
seeing someone’s name printed in the “bad” 
section of the paper. 

I try not to be too judgmental, because lar-
cenous temptation runs rampant in my soul. 
For instance, whenever I’m at the Hillsville 
Diner I generally cannot keep my eyes off 
those big plates of cooked bacon back in the 

kitchen. 
I once asked a staff member what my chances were, should I 

get bold and decide to sneak off with a plate. 
Apparently, slim to none. Clearly, greater men than I have 

tried and failed.
One cook, though, was particularly helpful. She said, “If you 

do try and steal any, the plate nearest the door is usually the 
freshest.”

That’s what I like about small town living. People know it’s 
wrong, but they approach sin realistically. “If you can’t be 
good, be careful. If you can’t be careful, name the baby after 
me!”

It’s like saying, “ it’s wrong to try and steal my car, but IF 
you do, don’t try to hot-wire it, ‘cause that’ll ruin the starter. 
The keys are in the glove compartment, and there’s a spare set 
under the floor mat!”

This used to happen to me. Back when I drove my little red 
Geo Metro, I used to leave the keys in it all the time hoping 
someone would steal it. 

When that didn’t work, I started leaving a fiver on the seat for 
gas money. But thieves would just take the money and push the 
car into a ditch. Then they’d leave a note billing me for an extra 
twenty.

Stealing violates one of my favorite “Thou Shalt Nots” on 
Moses’ Top Ten.

Isn’t stealing actually a hate crime? I think so. I mean, you 
steal because you hate the fact that someone else has stuff you 
don’t. Am I right? 

Do I get a Nobel Prize for pointing this out? If not, then I’VE 
been robbed!

It truly amazes me when I peruse the court docket and see the 
stuff that people get caught stealing. That includes switching 
tags on merchandise and running illegal shoe shine stands. But 
it’s all this penny-ante, small time stuff.

If I’m going to go to jail for stealing, it will be for something 
really worth it — tons of gold bullion or perhaps a complete set 
of “The Six Million Dollar Man” on DVD.

If you decide to embezzle very large sums of money, you are 

ironically in the best of shape crime-wise. Because if you mis-
appropriate enough currency, you may be able to use part of 
your ill-gotten gains to get a jump on the Feds and leave the 
U.S. for a country with non-existent extradition policies. Or, 
you can set yourself up on a nice remote island with all your 
funds channeled through a bank in the Caymans.

On the other hand, if you DO get caught with your hand in the 
multi-billion dollar cookie jar, you are more likely to get sent to 
a special “country club” prison where the greatest inhumanity to 
man is running out of fresh banana for the afternoon daiquiris.

Isn’t that justice for ya? Get caught smoking a little Mary 
Jane out behind the video store and they cart you off to San 
Quentin to share a room with someone named Greasy Bubba. 

But abscond with everyone’s hard-earned pension funds and 
you get to spend long days by the pool, reading the Wall Street 
Journal and betting on the afternoon polo match.

Conjugal visits? Sure! (And not with Greasy Bubba, either.)
Prison is too good for these gangsters. They need to be exiled 

to the fifth level of Hell: A miserable place, which is generally 
reserved for people with colds who constantly sniffle and never, 
ever get a clue to reach for a tissue.

Then, print their names in the Gazette court docket and let the 
rest of us snicker at them over our Vienna sausage lunches.

Innocent till proven guilty? Not in THIS town, Bwana!
Todd’s weekly column: The softest, most absorbent column on 

the market!
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HILLSVILLE — Even with 
all the turmoil in the housing 
market lately and people los-
ing their homes to foreclo-
sures, there’s still HOPE.

It’s become more common-
place for economic pressures 
to drive people out of their 
homes since the recession 
started, but those facing a 
default on their mortgage and 
those who 
never thought 
they could 
afford a home 
of their own 
can turn to 
Wytheville-
based HOPE, 
short for 
H e l p i n g 
O v e r c o m e 
P o v e r t y ’ s 
Existence.

Executive 
D i r e c t o r 
Andy Kegley and Kathi 
Mineer, homeownership coor-
dinator, know the stories about 
the people who had to make 
hard choices.

Whether it’s someone 
forced to “double up” and 
sleep on another person’s 
couch or a family crisis that 
leads to the loss of a home, 
the people at the non-profit 
housing development agency 
want to help.

They have a variety of pro-
grams covering a five-county 
region  — including Carroll, 
Grayson and Galax  — to 
keep people in their homes, 
find them a new one or even 
introduce the joy of home-
ownership to those who never 
thought they could make it 
happen.

They have developed the 
Deerfield subdivision in 
Wytheville and sold the proj-
ect’s 1,400-square-foot modu-
lar and stick-built homes to 
eligible clients.

Many of those homes went 
to single mothers with chil-
dren who wanted to find stable 
housing for their family.

HOPE also partnered with 
Galax more than a decade ago 

at the Knob Hill subdivision 
on Middleton Street to make 
affordable housing available 
in the city. There are three 
available lots remaining 
there.

“I take people who have 
good credit, but a low income, 
and help them establish hom-
eownership,” Mineer 
explained. 

HOPE can access federal 
financing that can get interest 
rates down in some cases to as 

low as 1 percent.
Add to that assistance from 

HOPE on downpayments and 
grants for closing costs to help 
prospective homeowners get 
over those hurdles.

When HOPE builds new, 
people have the option of 
working off some of their 
costs, similar to Habitat for 
Humanity’s efforts.

Clients can earn $10 an hour 
for up to 200 hours of work to 
apply towards their housing 
costs, Kegley said.

One person in Carroll has 
been approved recently and 
HOPE is looking for a lot to 
build her a home, Mineer said. 
Officials with the organization 
would also like to create a 
subdivision in Carroll, just 
like the one in Wythe County.

“If they don’t have good 
credit, we actually have credit 
counseling to help them 
improve,” she added.

In Hillsville, HOPE has 
bought Hillcrest Apartments 
in a foreclosure sale and now 
manages its 13 rental units.

Officials recently 
approached Hillsville Town 
Council to rezone the facility 
properly to multifamily use 

after acquiring the property 
from First Bank and Trust.

“It’s taken us a little bit of 
time,” Kegley explained at the 
meeting. “It’s a year and a half 
and we’re just now getting 
financing approved on the 
property, and here in the spring 
we will be doing some signifi-
cant work to the property.”

Some apartments have been 
renovated, but HOPE officials 
are working with Rooftop of 
Virginia Community Action 

Program in 
Galax to 
weatherize the 
a p a r t m e n t s 
and make 
them more 
energy effi-
cient.

As a part of 
the renova-
tions, workers 
will strip out 
the electric 
b a s e b o a r d 
heating units 
and replace 

those with more efficient heat 
pumps and improve accessi-
bility.

HOPE can also help get 
people out of shelters and into 
transitional housing.

Just last Thursday, officials 
enlisted police and other agen-
cies for a count of homeless 
individuals in the region. 
Kegley noted those were snow 
days, which may have impact-
ed the count.

HOPE reaches out to people 
who are “doubled up”   stay-
ing with family or friends 
because they have nowhere 
else to go.

That happens often. “People 
are calling up and saying, 
‘I’ve got my brother sleeping 
on my couch,’” he said.

Federal stimulus monies 
sent to HOPE has helped 123 
households with the Homeless 
Prevention/Rapid Re-housing 
Program.

In other programs, HOPE 
has provided foreclosure pre-
vention counseling to 73 
households and used state 
funds to provide assistance in 
another 55 cases.

Carroll and Wythe counties 
are HOPE’s two biggest com-

munities and where most of 
the calls for assistance come 
from.

But people all over face 

challenges, Kegley noted. The 
agency has seen requests for 
help rise 63 percent over the 
years to 1,781.

There is so much need in 
the region that the $25,000 a 

Finding 
HOPE 

in 
tough 
times

Helping people overcome homelessness in the Twin Counties

Hillcrest Apartments manager Brandon Sheppard moves a stove into place in a unit 
that HOPE, Inc., is getting ready to rent out in Hillsville. HOPE is a regional agency that 
helps people with homelessness and home ownership.

A plat of the Deerfield subdivision that HOPE created in Wythe County. Officials want 
to build a similar subdivision in Carroll County someday.

See HOPE, Page 2B



t To begin Monday.
The adult high school diploma program for 

Twin County residents will hold a spring session 
for students from Carroll and Grayson counties 
and Galax. 

Classes begin Feb. 7.
Adults who have dropped out of high school 

may attend night school to earn one to four high 
school credits during the 2011 spring session 
through the Carroll-Grayson-Galax Adult High 

School Diploma Program.
Credit courses are offered in English, social 

studies, science, and math. The new credits will be 
added to credits from the original high school tran-
script.

A standard Virginia high school diploma will be 
awarded upon completion of appropriate credits 
and tests.

For information contact the Galax High School 
principal or guidance office at 236-2991 or patri-
ciasebens@gcps.k12.va.us.

t Event will be held March 26.
The Watauga Valley Chapter of the National 

Railway Historical Society will sponsor its 
“Spring 2011 Excursion” train ride March 26 
on the Great Smoky Mountains Railroad 
through Nantahala Gorge in Western North 
Carolina.

The route is the former Southern Railway’s 
Murphy Branch line, established in 1891, with 
its 5 percent grade, many bridges, and the 
whitewater Nantahala Gorge. 

Much of the route follows the banks of the 
Little Tennessee and Nantahala rivers and 
crosses Fontana Lake Trestle standing 100 feet 
above the lake and spanning 780 feet. 

After crossing the Fontana Lake, the train 
will enter the gorge.

Ticket prices for coach class seats are $79 for 
adults and $58 for child (2-12 years). Crown 
class seats are $89 for adults and $68 for chil-
dren (2-12 years). 

First class service club car seats are $120 for 
anyone 21 and older.

The trip will begin in downtown Johnson 
City, Tenn., where passengers will board a 
motor coach departing at 6:30 a.m. 

Passengers will board the excursion train in 
Bryson City at 11 a.m. for a 4.5- hour trip cov-
ering 44 miles to Nantahala Gorge and return. 
There will be a one-hour layover at the gorge 
for sightseeing. Expected arrival time back to 
Johnson City is 6:30 p.m.

Bring your lunch (small coolers only), pre-
order a box lunch for $9, or buy food from the 
concession car.

To order tickets (and lunch), send your check 
and choices to Spring 2011 Excursions, Watauga 
Valley Chapter NRHS, P.O. Box 432, Johnson 
City, Tenn. 37605-0432. 

A printable ticket/lunch order form is online 
at www.wataugavalleynrhs.org — click excur-
sion link. 

Specify alternate class of service if your 
choice is sold out.

For information, contact the Web site or 
wataugavalley@embarqmail.com, call (423) 
753-5797), or write to address above.
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Hillcrest managers Heather Hoback and Brandon Sheppard discuss some particulars of 
the rental units with Kathi Mineer, HOPE's homeownership coordinator (at right). HOPE 
took over management of the apartments after buying it while in foreclosure.

month available in the homelessness prevention 
program is gone by noon on the first day of the 
month, he said.

“We will have provided over $375,000 in 
direct rental and utility assistance to over 350 
households in our service area who are suffering 
due to the impact of the recession,” Kegley 
said. 

As the apartments in Hillsville quickly fill up, 
HOPE wants to continue to partner with local 
governments to address more housing needs, 
Kegley said.

People who could actually afford to buy a 
house continue to pay rent, because they don’t 
know programs exist to help get their own place,  
Mineer said. 

“If there’s a [housing] gap in Hillsville, we 
would like to be involved in developing it,” 
Kegley said. “It’s not real quick, but it can be 
done.”

• For more information on HOPE, go to the 
website at www.wythehope.org or call (877) 
818-8680.

Installs new officers

Hillsville Volunteer Fire Department ladies auxiliary recently installed officers for 
2011-2012: front row (from left), Carolyn Hall, secretary; Jeanette Dalton, installing 
officer; Louise Harmon, vice president; Janet Patton, president and Pam Hancock, 
reporter; back row, Emma Jean Slusher, assistant conductress; Margaret Jett, trea-
surer; Sharon Hayden, assistant secretary; and Judy Lintecum, chaplain. Not 
shown: Pat Hall, conductress; Melissa Chappell, historian.

Adult diploma programs plans spring session

'Spring 2011 Excursion' train ride to be
held on Great Smoky Mountains Railroad


